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| Pee picture on the cover has been chosen 
not only because of its intrinsic interest, 
but with an especial thought. In these days 
when one wonders what will become of China, 
and conflicting news comes of political, mili- 
tary and economic events, it is in place to re- 
member, as this monument reminds us, that 
the Chinese have been carrying on for cen- 
turies, and that there is a quality in them which 
begets vigorous hope concerning their future. 

The vivid tale on page 127 by Mr. Torrance, 
of his experiences in far western Szechuan, 
still a month’s journey from the coast, also 
stimulates hope by its depiction of the response 
to the gospel message, and the vigor of earnest 
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Chinese Christians. To this story in type are 
added illustrations of like hopeful facts, in the 
pictures from Canton in the south and Tien- 
tsin in the east. Canton is associated in the 
minds of Americans with political and revolu- 
tionary activities. That there is such vital and 
vigorous Christian life as to originate and 
carry on a Chinese Bible Society, is surely an 
augury of good. The same message of hope 
comes from the activity recorded in the picture 
from Tientsin, another center of military and 
political activity. And so, in a way, we again 


box the compass in China, as we catch glimpses 
of what has been transpiring in the* West 
and East and South. 


A GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS WITH ACCORDION, FIFE AND DRUM, DISTRIBUTING THE WORD OF 
GOD ON THE BUSY STREETS OF TIENTSIN IN 1930 


South China 


HE picture following, taken at the second 

annual meeting of the South China Bible 
Society, gives the portraits of some of its 
officers, executive committee, and members. 
The society was organized on December 10, 
1927, and raised the first year $500; the next 
year $1,000, and this last year, $1,200, for Bible 
distribution. In its membership are bank man- 
agers, retired medical practitioners trained 
abroad, educationalists and leading pastors. 
The Rev. H. O. T. Burkwell, now on furlough, 
the subagent directing the work of the British 


Bible Society 


and Foreign Bible Society, and also that of 
the American Bible Society from the office of 
the latter in Canton, says that it was not the 
intention, nor has there been any effort on the 
part of the Chinese, to interfere with the work 
of the Bible Societies. It is a distinct and suc- 
cessful effort to stimulate a sense of responsi- 
bility for Bible distribution among the Chinese 
Christians. 

Canon R. J. Gould, during the furlough of 
Mr. Burkwell, is in charge of the British and 
American Bible Societies’ work at Canton and 
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reports—"a very encouraging feature in this 
subagency is the interest and hearty cooperation 
of the South China Bible Society. We meet 
_ in committee every month and discuss the rela- 
tion of the work with the churches; also, 
through this committee we are brought in very 
close touch with other work throughout the 
province. * * * Local pastors and_ teachers 


have become interested in the work. * * * It 
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has given us great encouragement to meet the 
bearers of the gifts from the churches, the re- 
sults of the Bible Sunday collections.” 

A further noteworthy and most acceptable 
fact is that, by vote of the Chinese themselves, 
the collections in the churches received on 
Bible Sunday are not used for their local work, 
but are entirely devoted to the wider work of 
the American and British Societies. 


SOUTH CHINA BIBLE SOCIETY’S SECOND ANNUAL MEETING—CANON GOULD IN THE FRONT CENTER 


Sharing Messages from Our Mail 


HIS is what one of our correspondents 
said last month: 


The Bible has come to me to seem a divine book, 
because so filled with humanity. A human book, be- 
cause so filled with Divinity. An amazing mingling 
of the divine with the Sees 

i UK Ok 


Those who help us supply the embossed 
Scriptures to the blind will catch an idea of 
what service some of these volumes render, 
through this extract from a letter sent us by a 
minister and his wife who are both blind: 


The volumes you presented us are practically worn 
out, owing to the fact that we have given them hard, 
steady use; and, in addition to this, we loaned them 
to a young fellow who did not take such good care 
_of them, but found deliverance in them; so we do not 
feel so bad about that. I don’t mean to be choice, 
but we find it necessary to use our Bible so much that 
‘we would appreciate it very much if you would send 

us new volumes; and, if you can’t send new ones, 
send the very best a) oe 


An annuitant sends this word: 


of my husband, have had many cares and some 
anxiety. It is a comfort to have some income with- 
out the care and, at the same time, know some one 
is being helped to know God’s Word. 

kane meek 


A grateful sister expresses her own thought 
in acknowledging a Braille volume, in this 
wise: 

My sister is, indeed, gaining much comfort and 
pleasure in reading the Bible, and I desire to extend 
to the American Bible Society my appreciation and 
thanks as well as my sister’s. You are, indeed, doing 
wonderful work in making it possible for those who 
have lost their vision to enjoy the solace of reading 
their Bible. God bless you and the work you are 
doing. * Ok Ok 

This cheering word about the value of the 
Recorp and of our annuity bonds naturally 
met with a cordial reception: 

I thank you so very much for all the Recorps. I 


do enjoy the reading and also, very much, the pic- 
tures. 

I do appreciate the freedom from worry about 
bonds, and am so glad they will go on and on doing 
good and winning souls for the Kingdom when I 


_ -This is such a satisfactory way to give, for those 
“of us not able to make large gifts without some 
_ return. I am no longer young and, since the death 


am no longer here. I wish to buy another soon. 
Blessings on the Word and work. 


; y 
a ; 
% 
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A Significant Conference 


A: the Bible House, from June 24th to 
26th, there was held a conference of the 
Division Secretaries of the Society’s Agency 
among the Colored People of the United States, 
interesting in its discussions and significant in 
its conclusions. 

The work of this Agency of the American 
Bible Society of such importance to the Negro 


race was begun in 1901, under 
the supervision of the Rev. 


J, Pe Wragg, DID. During the 
years of its history to the end 
of 1929, the Agency through 
its Division Secretaries and 
assistants distributed 1,823,688 
volumes of Bibles, Testaments, 
and portions. This large fig- 
ure has been attained through 
the fine leadership of Dr. 
Wragg, now the Agency Sec- 
retary emeritus, whose ideals 
and purposes have been sup- 
ported by the Division Secre- 
taries as they entered into asso- 
ciation with him. 

Various topics considered in- 
cluded distribution of Scrip- 
tures, denominational relation- 
ships, contact with pastors and 
laymen, publicity material, ac- 
counting, providing Scriptures 
for the blind, securing colpor- 
teurs, budget items, and terri- 
torial problems. 

Particular consideration was 
given to such realignment of 
the states as will make the Divi- 
sions geographically more com- 
pact and their administration more feasible. 
The plan, which received the unanimous ap- 
proval of the Division Secretaries and home 
office staff and subsequently was approved by 
the Committee on Home Agencies, assigns 
territorial responsibilities as follows: 

Atlanta Division: Georgia, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida, with a 
Negro population of 4,236,000, among whom 
the census records 1,935,000 as church mem- 
bers in 16,759 Negro churches. 

Charlotte Division: North Carolina, Tennes- 
see, Kentucky, Virginia, West Virginia, and 
Maryland, with a Negro population of 2,471,- 
000, among whom 1,191,000 are church mem- 
bers in 8,324 Negro churches. 

Cleveland Division: Ohio, 
New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Michigan, 
Indiana, Illinois, and lowa, with a Negro pop- 
ulation of 1,158,000, among whom 610,000 
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Front row (Jert to right): Rev. 
J. P. Wragg, Rev. D. H. Sansom, Jr., 
Back row (left to right): Mr. 


Gilbert Darlington, 


Pennsylvania, 


are church members in 2,567 Negro churches. 

Houston Division: Texas, Louisiana, Okla- 
homa, Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, and Ne- 
braska, with a Negro population of 2,312,000, 
ee. whom 859, 000 are church members in 
9,105 Negro churches. 

The New England State Bible Societies care 
for the work among the colored people in 


CONFERENCE GROUP 


D. E. Stanton, Rev. M. L. Vaughters, Rev. 
Rev. S. A. Lucas. 
C. W. Fowle, Rev. L. B. Chamberlain, Rev. 


Rev. G. W. Brown, Rev. E. M. North. 


those states; while the Home Agencies re- 
sponsible for work in the states lying to the 
northwest and west unnamed in the lists above 


are to care for the work among the compara- | 
tively sparse Negro populations therein resi- | 


dent. 


It was felt by all of those participating in | 


the conference that the discussions will be of 
immediate and enduring value both to the of- 
fice staff in New York City and to the Division 

Secretaries as they face their responsibilities. 
The Secretaries of the four Divisions of the 
Agency among the Colored People of the 
United States in attendance at the conference 
were the Rev. M. L. Vaughters, of the Col- 
ored Methodist Church, Division Secretary at 
Houston, Texas; the Rev. S. A. Lucas, of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, Division 
Secretary at Cleveland, Ohio; the Rev. D. H. 
Sansom, Jr., of the African Methodist Epis- 
- 


s 
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copal Zion Church, Division Secretary at Char- 
p lotte, N. C.; and the Rev. D. H. Stanton, of 


Vistas of 


OMETHING of what they have been do- 

ing and stimulating may appropriately 

follow the account of the Divisional Secre- 

taries’ Conference. As will be realized, the 

long illness of Dr. H. W. B. Wilson, and his 

death early this year, is reason for the ab- 

sense of any extract from the Atlanta Division, 

- of which the Rev. D. H. Stanton took charge 
in June of this year. 


HOUSTON DIVISION 
From Houston, Texas, the Rev. M. L. 
Vaughters reaches out over a huge area in 
_his efforts to bring the Bible to his people 
throughout his district. From his report we 
take these extracts: 


Helping the Needy 

“A very strong appeal came to us from a 
bishop, who had chanced to visit a boys’ train- 
ing school, struggling with meager support 
and trying to build character in those young 
people, as they were receiving their intellec- 
tual training without Bibles. Within a few 
days we had a shipment of Scriptures sent out 
to that school, which received them with very 
hearty thanks. Later, we were asked for the 
good bishop’s address, in order that the school 
might express its appreciation to him for his 

activities in their behalf. 
“Through the efforts of one of our work- 
ers, we have supplied the old people’s home 
here in the city with very large type Scrip- 
tures. We have with pleasure cooperated with 
a certain charitable organization, the purpose 
of which is to supply the prisoners with the 
Scriptures. Small churches are constantly 
sending us their appeals for grants of Scrip- 
tures. We cannot turn them down, because 
they have but little financial backing. After 
supplying some of them to the extent of our 
ability, we have suggested methods by which 
they could easily secure the remainder of the 
Bibles they needed. In many instances, these 

‘suggestions have been accepted and have 
proved very helpful to them. 

“The people are still suffering from the 
floods of 1927 in Arkansas and Louisiana. To 
these we have made liberal concessions. People 
who have never had the chance to travel over 
these areas and see for themselves can hardly 
get more than a vague idea of the suffering 

through which these people have passed and 

are still passing. 
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the Methodist Episcopal Church, Division Sec- 
retary at Atlanta, Ga. 


the Work 


The Stereopticon 

“The stereopticon is rapidly becoming one 
of our most effective means of putting over 
our program in this section of the country. 
We use it with a threefold purpose. To reach 
our people in a section of the country where 
the colored population is so broadly scattered 
as in the Southwest, requires a deal of time 
and heavy expense for traveling. Therefore 
we must make each visit over the field count 
for as much as possible. By the use of the 
stereopticon, we find it easy to gather large 
congregations in the churches where we go; 
for a general appeal is made to the people of 
all denominations. 


The Powerful Penny Portions 


“We are living in a very busy age, when 
multitudes of various interests must be served 
in the course of a few hours or a day. Time 
is one of the most important items in our mod- 
ern life. Many people would like to read 
the Bible, but they fail to find the time in 
which to do so. But, with the penny portion 
in hand, the colporteur of the American Bible 
Society shows them how to find a place on their 
crowded program for the reading of the Scrip- 
tures. A minister was standing in the office, 
talking. We walked up to him, placed in his 
vest-pocket the Gospel of St. John, and said: 
‘You ought to keep that there all the time.’ 
He took it out, looked at it, put it back in his 
pocket, and said, ‘Let it stay there; it’s just 
the thing I need. I can keep my mind re- 
freshed upon the Scriptures during my spare 
moments.’ He then handed us_ twenty-five 
cents, adding, ‘Keep the change.’ I. said, 
‘Thank you. This will make it possible for 
twenty-four others to have one.’”’ 


CLEVELAND DIVISION 


The Rev. S. A. Lucas, responsible for the 
work of our Society in several northern states 
whither, in recent years, many thousand Ne- 
groes have come from the South, writes: 

“We are happy to report a very busy year 
in the distribution of God’s Word; also in 
making friends for the American Bible So- 
ciety and its work in this section. Many let- 
ters have been received in the office, thanking 
and praising the Bible sowers who went about 
scattering cheer and sunshine, selling in homes 
where they had been refused at other times. 
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Bibles Wanted 

“There is a great call for Bibles, especially 
in the rural districts where stores are not avail- 
able. It is quite a problem to get from place 
to place and find lodging. Some years ago 
colporteurs were granted permission to stay in 
the neighboring homes free of charge; but 
now they must pay—which makes it somewhat 
difficult for the worker. 

“In many places the people want better 
Bibles as to binding, but cannot afford to pay 
the price. We very often meet this need with 
a reasonable discount or donation toward the 
price of the Bible. The men working in the 
mining sections show forth a spirit of endur- 
ance on the field to bring about success. I have 
found that making an appeal to the pastors of 
the churches by mail, allowing them a small 
discount, brings good results. I was invited 
to a meeting of young people, and, during 
my talk, told them under what a handicap they 
were working without Bibles; and right there 
I made an appeal for Bibles and received six 
dollars from the organization to purchase 
books. 

A Strange Experience 

“A volunteer worker, passing along the 
streets of Cleveland, was molested by a man, 
who said to him, ‘I am going to kill you, if 
you do not give me some money’—at the same 
time searching our worker’s pockets and taking 
all the money he found. While being searched, 
the victim did nothing but pray to God for 


protection. Presently the man said: ‘Some- 
thing tells me not to take your purse. I am 
giving it back to you. Good night.’ ‘Just a 


moment, sir,’ the worker said: ‘I have a Tes- 
tament for you, if you will accept it. I want 
you to read John 3:16 when you get home.’ 
Some time after, the Bible distributor met the 
same man, who acknowledged him as having 
been the means of saving his life, and ex- 
claimed, ‘Jesus is all the world to me.’ 
A Cheering Welcome 

“Wherever we go, there is always a wel- 
come smile and a ‘God bless you’ for the work 
of the great American Bible Society. There 
appears to exist a better cooperation among 
the churches of all denominations in the pur- 
chase of Scriptures. They have realized that 
the American Bible Society is the cheapest 
place to secure the Scriptures in all languages. 

Helpful Volunteers 

“Much good has been accomplished from 
the service of volunteer workers in visiting 
the prisons, hospitals, workhouses, and de- 
tention homes; and many Scriptures, pur- 
chased from this Agency, are given to the in- 
mates. A dear old lady, who has been a widow 
for many years, with little means of support 
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and depending wholly upon God to supply her 
needs, is one of these volunteer workers. 
Every time she comes into the office, it seems 
a joy for her to tell how God clothes, feeds, 
and cares for her in every way.” 


CHARLOTTE DIVISION 

The Rev. D. H. Sansom, Jr., in his report, 
writes : 

“During the year 1929 our travel was more 
extensive than in former years, covering more 
than 14,000 miles, thus touching the far-flung 
boundary lines of the area. As a result of this 
travel, our mail order business has increased, 
and also the people have received first-hand in- 
formation as to the program of the American 
Bible Society in its world-wide circulation of 
the Scriptures. One hundred and twenty 
towns and cities were visited during the year 
—thirty-six by the Division Secretary, and 
eighty-four by the colporteurs. The precious 
seeds of the Scripture have been scattered 
among the churches, public schools, prison 
camps, hospitals, orphanages, and wherever 
there was found a need. Fewer towns and 
cities were touched, but these places were 
worked more thoroughly than heretofore. 
Hundreds of copies of the Gospels were wisely 
placed into the hands of travelers by patient 
secretaries at railroad stations. There has 
been a distribution of 1,491 Bibles, 1,412 Tes- 
taments, and 28,536 portions,—a total of 31,- 
439 volumes for the year. 

Hardships Encountered 

“Our colporteurs have gone in confidence 
of their great purpose to those in the alleys of 
our cities, to those in the rural sections, and 
to those whose habitations are in the moun- 
tains of the Virginias, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee. They have encountered hardships}; 
but, with the spirit of sacrifice, they have en- 
deavored to reach and serve all those who 
needed the blessed Bible Occasionally a col- 
porteur remarks, ‘I have had some hard days 
this week, walked far, worked hard, and made 
very few sales; but I hope things will brighten 
soon. 

A Personal Service ,: 

“In Charlotte, North Carolina, we have one 
Mr. W. T. Henderson (white), who delights 
to share the cost price of Scripture portions 
as they are distributed annually in the schools 
of the city. He delights to carry the spoken 
message of the cross alongside of the printed 
Book. He finds it a joyful opportunity to co- 
operate so in reaching the youth of today. A 
ardent friend he is to the Society. 

. At Hampton Institute, Virginia 

“Through the courtesy of the managemen' 
of Hampton Institute, space was given for a 


August, 1930 
exhibit room, in the general headquarters 
building during the ministers’ conference in 
June. There were in attendance four hundred 
and twenty-nine ministers, coming from six- 
teen states, and representing sixteen denomi- 
mations. The surprise and wonder of many 
was how to harmonize the nicely bound copies 
of Bibles and Testaments with the very small 
catalogue prices. ; 
Various Needs Met 
“The penny portions with picture covers 
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seem to have a new meaning in these parts. 
Invariably the grown-ups, as well as the chil- 
dren, call for them specially when making a 
purchase. The great primer type editions of 
the New Testament with Psalms have con- 
tinued in much demand. To many these books 
have made Bible reading a pleasure as well as 
a profit. The more exacting have been happily 
suited by the boldfaced type editions, particu- 
larly the New Testament and Psalms, and by 
Bibles with references and concordance.” 
e 


How It Goes in Japan 


SUCCESSFUL year despite adverse 

circumstances is noteworthy. Although 
a fire destroyed the printers’ plant, as re- 
ported in the September, 1929, Recorp, and 
with it some 190,000 Bibles, Testaments, and 
portions, besides plates and shells for printing 
new editions of some twenty-five of the books; 
and although the Agency Secretary was away 
on furlough more than half the year, the faith- 
ful and effective work of the Japanese staff 
resulted in a circulation of over 900,000 vol- 
umes of Scripture during the year 1929. Only 
once has that record been surpassed. Further, 
there weve over 2,000 more Bibles and 18,000 
more Testaments circulated than in 1928. 

Credit for such a fine result is gladly ac- 
corded to Mr. Tanaka, the chief clerk, on 
whom the larger responsibility rested, and to 
his fellow Japanese workers both in the office 
and in the field. 

Mr. George Aurell, son of the Agency Sec- 
retary, who visited and helped the office work 
several times a week, says of the industry 
and fine de- 
votion of the 
staff : 

“During the 
month of De- 
cember, when 
3ible Sunday 
and Christ- 
mas business 
overtaxed the 
staff, every- 
body from the 
chief clerk to 
the janitor co- 
operated 1n 
packing boxes 
and doing any 
kind of odd 
job, and al- 
ways with a 
cheerful spirit 
shown by the 


»-THE OFFICE STAFF 


hymns they hummed and the smiles they wore 
on their faces. On many nights the entire staff 
stayed until very late, ordering ‘oya-ko-dom- 


THE NINE COLPORTEURS 


buri’? (a Japanese dish of rice, chicken and 
eggs) to be brought in for dinner.” 

During the year, there were nine colporteurs 
working on a salaried basis, and a number on 
commissions. Of the nine salaried men, two 
circulated over 30,000 volumes, six over 40,- 
000 volumes each, and one over 55,000. 

The Recorp columns have frequently given 
details of the marvelous influence of the 
Word on individuals in Japan. Here are 
some testimonies to the value set on it in the 
words, carefully translated, of some who ap- 
plied by mail for copies. They show a genu- 
ine hunger and appreciation. 

A Happy Soul 

“The mountains around our little village 
stand 3,000 meters above sea level, and at 
the present time are covered with snow. As 
the sun shines down on them, | am made to 
feel the warmth of a loving God. Fortunately, 
I was given a copy of a Gospel by a person 
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who is in our village office, and when I read 
it, it gave me much happiness. 
wish to request that you kindly send me ; 
whole Bible.” 


A Yearning Soul 

“The other day I visited one of my friends, 
and I borrowed the Gospel of St. Matthew 
from him, and I have read it over and over 
again. However, it is so small and has only 
made me very anxious to know more about 
Jesus. Although I want to study more about 
this happy religion, | do not know what books 
I need; so will you kindly inform me at the 
above given address.” 


Poor But Happy 


“T am only a humble laborer in a small vil- 
lage, seeking eternal happiness as the child 
of the Heavenly Father. My physical tired- 
ness is overcome when I turn to the Gospel I 
obtained from one of your workers, and my 
thought for my family is softened to a beauti- 
ful tenderness when I think of the merciful- 
ness of the Saviour. I enclose herewith a 
two-sen stamp, so please let a slackened and 
weak person have one Bible.” 
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A Troubled Student Finds Comfort 


“My life was full of distress, and I was 
struggling in vain to obtain relief from my 
pain. The advice my teacher gave me, to read 
many good books, did not alleviate my trouble. 
But the other day one of your ministers (col- 
porteurs) came to my school, and he told me 
about God. Then I bought the four Gospels 
from him, and, after I read them, my soul 
was comforted. I keep them by my side daily, 
and read them during any spare moments I 
may have. Now I wish to read the whole New 
Testament, and I enclose herewith twenty sen 
to cover the cost of the one your minister told 
me about.” 


A True Friend 


“I have received today, with many thanks, 
the New Testament which you so kindly sent 
me. It is my best friend, and from it I gain 
true light and consolation. I have neither 
teacher nor adviser, and there is no church in 
my village. Therefore, this New Testament 
will be all of these things in one. Please to 
inform me of any new editions you may pub- 
lish at any time in the future.” 


The Indispensable Colporteur | 


By George F. Werpup 


In the absence of Dr. Marston, building for health under medical direction, Mr. Werpup, of the 
Cincinnati depository and headquarters, prepared the report of the Central Agency for 1929. In rec- 
ogmition of the devotion of colporteurs, to whom is so largely due the effective work of our Society at 


home and abroad, this extract of tributes to specified workers is here given from that report. 


N Bible distribution, as in every other great 

work perhaps, the steady and systematic 
method brings the most reliable results. In 
our field we estimate the colporteur as indis- 
pensable. In season, out of season, by day and 
often at night, regardless of discouragements 
and repulses, he steadily plods on. His great 
mission allows for no quitting because of what 
man may devise. He is never weary of well 
doing, knowing in due season he shall reap, 
if he faints not. In the past year we employed 
just four, of each of whom we will render a 
brief report. 

The field of Rev. W. L. Lyon is Alabama, 
where he is not only combating courageously 
the forces of darkness and sin, but also strug- 
gling against a physical foe; namely, tubercu- 
losis. Whereas others who have contracted 
this dreadful disease are advised to take a “‘rest 
cure,” this brother is taking a “work cure”; 
and the Great Physician whom he is so bravely 
serving, is with him and has been with him 
through the years, or it would not have been 
possible for him to accomplish the tremendous 
task his record reveals. During the year he 


worked 207 days, traveled 2,230 miles, visited! 
1,674 families in 64 counties and cities, and, 
beside his sales, supplied 145 Bibleless homes 
with the Word. Admiration is elicited for a 
character that fights against such great odds 
and is so true to the principles of Him who} 
said—‘‘Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” 

Another faithful steward, the Rev. Rade 
Pesut, has been with the Agency for a number 
of years. His field is Cleveland, Ohio, and 
vicinity, with its vast, cosmopolitan population. 
Almost literally a “league of nations,” judging 
from the variety of languages he supplies in 
his work. When Rev. Rade Pesut came to us, 
a recommendation introduced him as ‘an in- 
dispensable man.” He has certainly proved his 
value through the years with us. During 1929 
alone, he traveled 4,249 miles, and visited 13,0 
families in 14 cities. He found 2,297 Biblele 
homes and no doubt supplied a great propo 
tion of these with Scriptures. The results of 
his work testify to the fact that he is n 
merely an “‘agent,” but a consecrated “colp 
teur,’ with a keen consciousness of his rat 
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‘privilege to be a workrhan in the Eternal King- 
dom. ; 

The Rey. Frank W. Points has been serving 
the Agency eight years in and about Cincinnati, 
Ohio ; also in Covington, Kentucky, and vicin- 
ity. Brother Points always has done excellent 
work. Since his serious accident, however, he 
is truly a hero. On November 23, 1928, he was 
struck by an automobile, after which accident 
he did not resume his work until May 1, 1929. 
Now, although his body is almost constantly 
racked with pain (to be relieved from which he 
asks for the prayers of all Christians), and the 
doctor pronounced his case a “permanent in- 
jury,” still he trudges faithfully over his field. 
He also serves at his Bible stand in the Cov- 
ington market house on Saturdays; or when- 
ever called upon to serve in the Central Agency 
store he renders faithful service. He has not 
even lost his “saving sense of humor,” which 
often testifies to courage in an exalted form— 
the courage born of the conviction that a man 
is right and in a righteous cause. Just two 
items from his report for eight months, and 
only part of this time in actual colporteur work, 
will prove his worth: he traveled 3,300 miles 
and visited 6,738 families. 

Another has also been with us a number of 
years and has been working in Tennessee. Al- 
though k€—the Rev. D. L. Howell—only 
worked 55 days in the past year, his report will 
speak of his quality: Miles traveled, 1,113; 
cities and counties visited, 3; families visited, 
1,843; Bibleless homes found, 183. Perhaps no 
better insight into his character could be given, 
than by quoting a phrase from his correspon- 
dence, which no doubt can be literally accepted 
as the universal testimony of all our workers. 
“The work is hard, but I enjoy it; and I am not 
trying to find an easy place, but to be useful 
and do all the good | can.” 


Other Methods of Seed Sowing 

Beside our four faithful colporteurs, this 
Agency carried on its work through the earnest 
efforts of 13 correspondents, 3 of whom were 
women. We also had as volunteer workers 17 
women and 27 men. The grand total for this 
group is as follows: Miles traveled, 10,892; 
number of families visited, 23,311; number of 
Bibleless homes supplied with Scriptures, 


2,749. 


E Her Father’s Bible 


T)REMI’S father was a village preacher 
r near Saharanpur, India, who spent his 
life tramping about from house to house, from 
village to village, giving the gospel message to 
those who had never heard it before. One 
day he fell ill of the plague, and died in a few 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was. insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
‘ranslation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 


1, Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 


2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 


3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription 
of $150.00 in one or two payments. 


4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contri- 
bution of $100.00. The contributor names the one 
in whose memory the-Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 


hours, leaving his daughter, Premi, a girl of 
twelve, nothing at all but his much-worn Bible. 
The neighbors said, “He should have his 
Bible buried with him, because he was so fond 
of it in his lifetime, and it is the only worth- 
while thing he has.” But Premi said, ‘‘It is all 
he had; but I want that Bible.” She had little 
education, but she read the Book. It became 
real to her; it meant everything in her life, and 
she decided to carry on her father’s work. 
More than four years have passed, and, 
even though she is now only sixteen, she is- 
carrying out her decision. Recently she ad- 
dressed a group of women in convention and 
told in a very simple way what Christ had 
done for her, and ended by saying, “What he 
has done for me, he can do for you too.” 
—Presbyterian World’s News. 
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\ LEGACIES, 
Ludlum, Emma R., New 
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Received on 
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Gifts from Individuals..... 343 99 


RETURNS FROM Bala RES 
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Board of National Missions, 
Presbyterian Church 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
The Bible House 
Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: I would like to learn about the plan which 
assures as high as 9% according to age. Please send me 
without obligation on my part your booklet No. 62U, 


h entitled “Bibles and Bonds”. 
Ny) ee 


% 
©] Address 


UN ee Et Ere ee on , 


‘'The attractive yield 
pleases us for we are peo- 
ple of limited means. 


+ 


“I. prefer American Bible 
Society bonds before 
many others, first and fore- 
most because they are an 
investment for eternity.’ 


a 


‘“My wife and I are pleased 
that our gift will ulti- 
mately aid a great mission- 
ary agency. We like your 
promptness in remittance. 


+ 


‘‘The satisfaction that I 
can help to aid the Gospel 
message and that the work 
will continue perhaps long 
after I have gone gives me 
pleasure.”’ 


a 
- 


“‘One attractive feature of 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment is that it pays a good 
substantial income to the 
Annuitant as long as he 
lives; and pays it 
promptly.’” 


7 


“The thing most gratifying 
to me is the knowledge 
that after I am gone my 
money will still be at 
work. That is, it means 
permanency of Gospel 
Proclamation.’” 

xs 
“IT am now past seventy- 
one, and have money in- 
vested in other ways that 
give me trouble and anx- 
iety; but the income from 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment comes as regularly as 
the seasons.”’ 


+ 


“T have a real joy in the 
thought that I can have a 
share in the truly wonder- 
ful work the Bible Society 
is doing for the whole 
world. I consider this is the 
best investment I have ever 
made.”’ 


x 


‘““To my mind your Annu- 
ity Bonds have many at- 
tractive features but I am 
especially pleased that my 
gift will aid in a great mis- 
sionmary work, and that 
when I am gone there will 
be no cost of administra- 
tion, no inheritance tax, 
no wrangling of heirs.’’ 


+ 


“Your Annuity Bonds 
seem to me eating the cake 
and having it too; high 
present income, no tax on 
it as I am not in the in- 
come tax class now, and 
the assurance that when I 
go, the money is already 
in the hands of the Society 
that I have known and 
loved so long, for the best 
work in the world.’’ 


ad 


